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more than what we might have lost on any day.
The company was expecting a reward ; instead of
which, it had to submit to reorganization, and within
a week we were all scattered and broken up. All
my six sergeants were replaced by others, and I lost
my most trusted soldiers to other companies. When
I made a complaint I was told that these men had
to contribute towards raising the morale of the
newly-formed companies of fresh recruits. That
sounded plausible in the case of an experienced
soldier like Vico Baruecci ; but how, in heaven's
name, could this apply to the chicquetillos, for
instance? Francisco Fraijo said openly what was
in the minds of most: " Manolo is evilly disposed
towards you and wants to isolate you." To make
matters worse some of the new-comers here are
definitely inferior specimens of humanity. Machado,
for instance, had to be placed under arrest for
drunkenness the very first day. Lopez's pocket-
book has been stolen from his dug-out and, in spite
of thorough investigations, we have not been able
to trace the money. Now Faustino and Felipe,
whom I had recommended for the officers' college,
are also going away. In a fit of depression I asked
to be transferred to another brigade. My appli-
cation had a surprising effect. I was summoned to
headquarters that very night and informed that my
transfer had already been decided upon* According